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The Lord is truly Risen, Alleluia, Alleluia. And this Easter comes not a moment too soon. 

This has been the longest Lent any of us could have imagined. And in some ways, Lent 

continues. But now we have the joy of celebrating Easter, the Resurrection of our Lord and 

King. This is cause for our rejoicing, even if life still remains difficult, even if we aren’t able to 

celebrate Easter like every other year. Still we can rejoice at the Good News of the Resurrection 

of our Lord Jesus.  

 

This is Good News that our world needs right now. And who will bring to the world this 

Good News of the Resurrection, if not us? My brothers and sisters, now is the time for us to be 

an evangelizing people. Now is the time for us to bring to our world the Good News that we 

have received. This is what Peter was doing in the First Reading from Acts of the Apostles. He 

was proclaiming to the Gentiles the Gospel: Good News that Jesus was raised from the dead on 

the third day. And as the people received that proclamation, the Holy Spirit fell down upon 

them and Peter baptized them with water.  

This has been the Mission of the Church ever since the Lord ascended into heaven: to go 

out to all the nations and proclaim the Good News of the Resurrection. The Apostles traveled to 

the ends of the known world proclaiming the Jesus is Risen. St. Paul journeyed all through the 

Roman Empire declaring that Jesus is Lord.  
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Men and women missionaries of the Church have visited practically every people and nation, 

baptizing and teaching faith to those with ears to hear.  

Now, it’s our turn. Look around. We are living in a world that is burning for hope. In 

times of crisis, our minds and our hearts become more open to what is beyond our world, more 

receptive to the grace and truth that the Lord offers. People across the world are looking for 

hope anywhere. And it is our job to show them where to find it: not in governments or health 

organizations, not in the news media or in shallow entertainment. Our true hope can only be 

found in the One who has conquered death, who has overcome the grave, only in the One who 

has left behind an empty tomb.  

The world is looking for hope. And we have the greatest sign of hope that can ever be 

given: the Resurrection of Jesus from the dead. And it is our job to share this Good News.  

  But, so often it’s hard for us to share our faith, even among family and friends. How 

many reasons or excuses do we have? “It’s not polite to talk about religion.” “I’m scared to 

bring up my faith because people will see me differently.” “I don’t know how to share my faith. 

I don’t know what to say.” Well, the time for excuses is over. We live in the time of the 

resurrection. We are given the gifts of the Holy Spirit. If we draw close to the Lord in prayer 

and the sacraments, if we allow our relationship with the Lord to grow and if open our hearts to 

the promptings of the Holy Spirit, then we will have all that we need to share our faith.  
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We will have all that we need to spread the Good News that Jesus is Risen. Then we can say 

confidently: I know this to be true because Jesus speaks to my heart in prayer and He feeds me 

in His Church! 

Spend some time in your own prayer planning what you will say when you share your 

faith. Why is your faith important to you? Why is Jesus important to you? Why have you given 

your life to Him? Our answers to these questions are the beginning of sharing our faith with 

another. They are the first step of proclaiming the Good News.  

 

Jesus loved us so much that He died for us to save us from our sins. And after three days 

He rose again from the dead and His tomb is now empty. This is our hope. This is the hope of 

all humankind, even those who don’t know Him, even those who don’t care about Him, even 

those who reject Him. The Resurrection of Jesus is the hope that the world needs to hear.  

 

Our duty as Christians is to share the faith of St. John the Evangelist who saw the empty 

tomb and believed. We too must see in the empty tomb the gift of faith that we have received, 

that Jesus truly is Risen from the dead. And then, like the Apostles, like St. Mary Magdalen and 

the women who heard the words of the angel, we must share that faith with a world longing for 

hope, longing for faith, longing for an encounter with the Risen Lord.  


